The Newsletter of Clyde Region

Welcome to the first edition of “Clyde Connections”, a
newsletter for all adult leaders in Clyde Region.

Who or what you may ask is Clyde Region? The last few
months have seen the culmination of a three year process
of review, consultation and restructuring of support for
Scouting in Scotland. As a result, April 1st saw the 31
Scottish Areas amalgamated to form eight new Regions,
with Lanarkshire and Greater Glasgow coming together to
form Clyde Region.

One of the fundamental differences in the new structure is
that the four support levels, Group, District, Region and
SHQ have distinct roles, with removal of much of the
duplication at each level.

The Group remains the focus for delivery of Scouting and
the Balanced Programme locally. This is where young
people join and enjoy Scouting. The review has not
changed the Group structure but re-emphasises the
importance of the Group Scout Leader in providing an
effective support role at this level.

The District provides first line support for Groups with its
role focused on sectional programme support for Beaver,
Cub and Scout sections as well as a continued
responsibility to ensure provision of Explorer Scouting and
Scout Network locally. Districts are also responsible for
appointments and providing initial training and induction.

When we look at the amalgamated Regions it is important
to recognise that these are not just “super” Areas. The
focus for the Regions has changed, concentrating on
development, communication, adult support and advisory
roles as well as supporting Districts in the provision of
Explorer Scouting and Scout Network. There will be no
direct support for the Beaver, Cub and Scout sections from
Regions with this now coming from SHQ Commissioners
and Support teams to ADC's.
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Communication is obviously going to be a key issue for us
all. It has been recognised that “cascade communication”
is a slow process, where key messages often do not get
passed to those that need the information in time or indeed
at all. Direct communication is preferred; however this only
works if everyone involved ensures that their contact
details are kept up to date. “My Backpack” (also known
as membership services) is the Scout Association’s
communication database which is used by UKHQ, SHQ
and Clyde Region to communicate with you. You can log
in at www.scouts.org.uk/mybackpack and check and
amend your contact details. You can also check your
appointment details. The appointment you are recorded as
holding will influence the information you are sent. If you
used to be the ACSL but now run the Beavers, speak to
your GSL/DC and have your correct appointment
recorded.

Emalil is one of the fastest ways to communicate, however
very few leaders have their correct email recorded on My
Backpack. This newsletter has been sent to all leaders in
the Region whose details appear on My Backpack, by
email and by post. If you have heard about or seen this
newsletter from another leader and not received this copy
to your home address and email then the information in My
Backpack is incorrect. Please take the time to correct

your details .

The coming months and years will hopefully see a re-
growth of Scouting in Clyde Region. More adults and
young people, more sections and Groups, even more
Districts! The young people are out there waiting to share
the fun, excitement and challenges Scouting has to offer.
Whether you are involved at the “coalface” in a section
working with the young people directly, or supporting
Scouting in a District or on a committee, your role is
important. Let us work together to give more young people
the chance to experience the fun and friendship of
Scouting.

Stuart J. Imrie, Regional Commissioner (Scotland)
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South East District...
From Carslaw Purdie, District Commissioner
carslaw.purdie@ntlworld.com or 0141 634 4367

“TEAM WORK makes the DREAM WORK”

Hi, and welcome back to a new session of Scouting. Over
the summer | received about 40+ emails from parents
wishing their family to join Scouting and this is a very good
reflection on the publicity of the Scout Association both
nationally and locally. | hope those GSL's who received
the family information from me have been able to invite
them along to their group.

My thanks to Robert Rowney our DDC Adult Support who
has the leadership database for our District up to date, but
we still require each individual member to register with
"MyBackpack” which you will find on the UKHQ web site.
This site will be used by Clyde Region, Scottish HQ and
National HQ to issue support information to all leaders. It
will also be the place to record any awards and training
achieved and will then build a picture of each leaders
history. Your name, address and post code along with your
current role in Scouting must be updated regularly in order
to receive the correct support.

Looking forward to this new Scouting year, our main aim
will be to further update leader training and the first aid list,
review the night's away permits and overall have our
leaders in the district on the strongest footing to deliver
better scouting for our young people. We have also
embarked on reviewing awards for our District Leaders to
recognise their contribution to Scouting over the years and
we hope to present the first batch of awards at our AGM
later this year.

The main event of the 08/09 session will be the
Auchengillan Jamboree (AJ09) and | have already emailed
the GSL’s and SL's of each group in our District
encouraging them to be part of the 1000+ event next
August.

Regional Website...

Keep up to date with all the goings on within Clyde Region
by visiting our Website at:-

www.clydescouts.org.uk

Duke of Edinburgh Award...

From Ron Alexander, DoE Advisor
Ron0007@btinternet.com or 0141 424 3141

Since the inception of Clyde Region in April of this year, a
number of members have been presented with certificates
for completion of awards.

At The Palace of Holyrood House Gardens, Gold Award
Certificates were presented, in the presence of HRH The
Duke of Edinburgh on 4th July 2008 to Gordon Argo, and
Paul Crolla, Scout Network, Adam Downie 72nd Explorer
Scouts and Craig McMillan, 50th Glasgow.

Silver Certificates were presented at the 50th Glasgow
Scout Hall to Andrew Wilson, Laura Marie McLean and
Ross Corbett, all from the 50th Glasgow.

On the same evening Bronze certificates were presented
to Adrienne Nelis, Andrew Wilson, Paul Jenson, Rosy
Woollen, John Divers, Mairead MacRae, Charles Gillies,
Laura Marie McLean and Ross Corbett, all from the 50th
Glasgow South West District

Well done all.

There have been several Expeditions over the summer
and hopefully this will bring in more completed awards.

Display Banners...

Looking for help promoting your Scout Group then look no
further! Scottish HQ has a number of sets of professionally
designed display banners which they have placed around
the country to be available for Groups and Districts to
borrow.

If you've got suggestions for where we could put these
banners to help raise the profile of Scouting or you have a
profile raising opportunity coming up then contact Gary
Bainbridge at the Regional Office at 21 Elmbank Street to
book the banners.
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Annual Review 2008...

The Annual Review and Presentation of Awards for 2008
will take place within the Banqueting Hall of the City
Chambers, George Square, Glasgow on Thursday 13th
November 2008.

The evening will include a review of some of the highlights
of activities from Scouting in Clyde Region during the past
twelve months alongside the presentation of Awards to our
young people.

The Awards being presented are as follows:

Chief Scout’s Gold Award

Chief Scout’s Diamond Award
Chief Scouts Platinum Award
Explorer Belt

Queen’s Scout Award

Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Gold Zodiac Awards

O O0OO0OO0O0OO0oOOo

A form is enclosed with this issue of Clyde Connections.
Please read it carefully and ensure that all of the
information asked for is included.

Equipment Loan Service...

Running an event or activity and looking for audio-visual
equipment? Not sure where to get some at reasonable or
no cost? Did you know that Clyde Regional Scout Council
has various items of equipment that are available for loan
to Groups & Districts? If you're not sure how to work it we
can give you a quick demo! We have got: three digital
cameras; one small video camera; two Video players; a
DVD player; a badge making machine (with consumables
for purchase); a laptop computer & printer; ten two-way
radios; two overhead projectors; and two screens. If you
would like to borrow any of this equipment for your Group
or District, please contact Gary at 21 Elmabank Street.

Scottish AGM 2008...

There will be no Scottish Conference this year! However, a
new event will be taking place at The High School of
Glasgow, on Saturday 1st November 2008.

This will be an important meeting of The Scottish Council,
during which Council Members will be tasked to help
determine future priorities for Scouting in Scotland.

It will seek to consult, inform, enthuse and showcase
Scottish Scouting at its best. The programme will run from
10.30am to 4.00pm. It will also incorporate the 98th Annual
General Meeting of The Scottish Council The Scout
Association. Attendance at the meeting (including buffet
lunch) is free, however pre-registration is required. Forms
will be sent in SSN and Scouts Scotland+ (the ebulletin for
Scottish Scouting).

Peace Light from Bethlehem...

Planning has now started for Clyde Scouting's annual
involvement in the distribution of the Bethlehem Peace
Light. Initially a charitable mission, for children in need in
Austria and other countries, the distribution of the Light
has involved Scouts and Guides from Europe since 1990.

Each year the light is collected from the grotto in
Bethlehem at the site of Christ’s birth and transported to
Austria for a service of dedication and distribution at the
cathedral in Vienna. From Vienna, Scout representatives
distribute the light across Europe. All who wish to receive
the light are welcome to do so and it is used in services
and kept alight at public places until Christmas.

Since 1996 members of the Deep Sea and British Rall
Scout Fellowship have acted as couriers for the light for
the UK. Since 2000 Glasgow Scouts have been involved
as the Scottish contacts. Each year we have managed to
increase the numbers who have seen and heard of the
Light.

Full details will be posted on the Regional Website once
we have finalised dates or for more info email
gary.bainbridge@clydescouts.org.uk
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Thinking of Going Abroad...

Thinking of taking your Scouts abroad for an international
experience? Then read on for some very important
information...

International experiences form an essential part of the
Scout programme for our young people. However, please
remember that there is a strict approval process that you
need to adhere to, to support your visit and ensure that it is
safe and successful.

As soon as you think about going overseas, you must
complete fact sheet FS260018 Thinking of Going Abroad.
This will ask for some outline details of what you are
planning and enables the International Adviser to support
you in planning and organising a successful trip. Ideally,
this fact sheet should be completed at least six

months before your trip.

When completed, the form should be sent to the
International Adviser who will issue you with a Visits
Abroad folder which contains all necessary forms for
completion.

Your Form TA must be completed and signed by your
District Commissioner two months prior to departure

for a visit to Europe and six months prior to depar ture
for a visit to a country outside of Europe.

Failure to follow this process will result in you being unable
to take your Scouts or Explorer Scouts overseas and will
invalidate any insurance cover that you have arranged.

If you have not had your Form TA signed by your
District Commissioner you now cannot travel as a
Scout party to Europe for a visit abroad before
December 2008 and you cannot travel to a country
outside of Europe for a visit abroad before March
20009.

If you would like any support in organising your visit
abroad, please do not hesitate to contact our International
Adviser; Graham Haddock at ghaddock@btinternet.com or
01505 610655.

Outdoor Pursuits Training Fund...

A generous anonymous bequest enabled Clyde Regional
Scout Council to establish an Outdoor Pursuits Training
Fund in December 1984. The purpose of the Fund is to
provide grant assistance to Explorer Scouts, Scout
Network, Leaders and other persons who wish to attend
recognised training courses in outdoor pursuits. Suitable
training courses are those

which on completion

provide certificated

evidence of leadership

and / or instructional

ability within the terms of

POR, examples being

Mountain Leadership Certificates, Ski Leader certificates,
appropriate British Canoe Union certificates or RYA
Certificates in water activities (in cases of uncertainty
applicants should contact the PR & Development Officer in
the Regional Office on 0141 248 6022 before the
application is submitted

Regional Development Fund...

The Region’s Development Fund exists to provide small
amounts of financial support to Scout Groups and Districts
that will extend, develop and improve the quality of
Scouting provided to young people across Clyde Region.
The fund should be used to contribute to a pool of funding
from the Group and District (or other sources) and should
not normally be the only source of funding for a particular
activity, event or project. Further Information available from
the Regional Office 0141 248 6022.

Glasgow Gang Show...

Glasgow Gang Show has a very proud history as being
one of the oldest and longest running Gang Show's in the
world.

Rehearsals are now under way for
our next show which will take place
during the week 28th November -
6th December 2008 at The Mitchell
Theatre, Glasgow.

For more information, visit www.glasgowgangshow.co.uk
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From Ann Gordon: ARC Adult Training
training@clydescouts.org.uk

With a new session just starting many leaders will be busy
planning their programmes for the rest of the Scouting
year. The training team have been busy planning their
programme.

There are many opportunities for leaders to complete the
learning part of their training throughout the Region. As
more opportunities arise these will be published on the
Regional website, in this newsletter and will also be
forwarded to your ADC(AT).

As well as attending individual modules or courses there
are many other ways in which learning can be completed
eg workbooks, e-learning and dvd/videos. If you would like
to find out more about these learning methods please
speak to your Training Advisor or ADC(AT).

The training team hope that many of you will attend one or
more of our learning opportunities which we promise will
not only be informative but more importantly fun. An
application form is enclosed with this newsletter. Extra
copies of the form may be downloaded from the Regional
website.

In order to staff the courses properly it is essential that
closing dates are adhered to; therefore no applications for
courses will be accepted after the closing date. Should the
minimum number for each course not be reached by the
closing date, unfortunately that course will be cancelled.

Please ensure your application reaches the Regional office
at Elmbank Street in good time. The full course fee should
be included with your application form.

First response courses will be organised in each District
and these will be advised to you via your ADC(AT). The
dates should also appear in the Regional newsletter and
on our website. Anyone can attend a first response course
in any District (subject to local booking arrangements).

If you have any queries regarding training please contact
your Training Advisor or ADC(AT).

Wishing everyone a very successful Scouting year.

Swimming Up ??72...

The 5th Airdrie & 8th Airdrie (Chapelhall) Scout Troops
joined forces and attended the permanent International
Jamboree at Kandersteg International Scout Centre
(KISC), Switzerland.

29 Scouts and five Leaders took part in a wide variety of
activities such as hiking in the Swiss Alps, shooting down
the mountain on the Rodelbahn (toboggan), and swimming
in a glacier lake.
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10 of the Scouts were invested as Explorer Scouts as they
made their Promise IN the Oeschinensee.

Great Western District...
From Anne Law: District Commissioner
anne.law@clydescouts.org.uk

Beaver and Cub Day 2008.

Beavers and Cubs in Great Western District enjoyed a
fabulous day at Auchengillan at their first ever District
Beaver and Cub Day on 7th June 2008. They were also
joined by some other groups from Clyde Region and in
total about 250 young people enjoyed a host of activities
such as grass sledging, mini-Olympics, face painting,
bungee run, climbing wall, arts and crafts, laser quest, and
pancake making.

The day was rounded off by a huge campfire and sing
along. We learnt the new beaver chant- if you haven't
heard it yet, find it out!

Several young people and leaders were presented with
scout awards, which they had all worked very hard to
achieve.

Here are some of them enjoying the fun and challenges:

Auchengillan Jamboree 2009...

Applications are now open for Scout Groups and Guide
Companies to sign up for AJ09.

The Cost: Youth members between the ages of 11 to 18
years old will be charged £125 for the camp. This cost will
cover all activities and site fees for Auchengillan. Groups
will be camping and self catering and the provision of all
equipment for Groups such as tents, stoves, gas, cooking
utensils and food is the responsibility of each individual
Group. Leaders will be charged £80 per person, but they
are not guaranteed any activities. Any Leader bringing
their children (those under 11) with them will be charged
£50 per child. Whilst no guarantee of activities is made for
children of Leaders, a creche facility will be available.
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Who can attend: Members of the Scout and Guide
Associations who are between the ages of 11 and 18
years on 8 August 2009 old can attend the camp as youth
participants. Any children under this age will be the sole
responsibility of the Group Leaders. Those members of
Scouting and Guiding who are over 18 years old may
apply to attend as Group Leaders or are invited to apply
for a place on the staff team for the camp, details of which
are available by visiting www.auchengillanjamboree.org.uk

How to book: Download a booking form, available on the
Region’s website, which should be completed and
returned to the organisers with a deposit. Bookings will be
accepted on a first-come first-served basis - so it is
advised to book early!

Facilities: We intend to provide facilities for banking, a
post office, a tuck and souvenir shop, Scout Shop, coffee
bar, first aid, Leader's Club, International Centre and 24hr
security. Arrangements will be made to transport Group
Leaders to a local supermarket on a daily basis to buy
food and provisions.

The Regional Team...[Part 1]

Regional Commissioner (Scotland)
Stuart J Imrie
stuart.imrie@clydescouts.org.uk

Assistant Regional Commissioner [Adult Training]
Ann Gordon
training@clydescouts.org.uk

Assistant Regional Commissioner [Communications]
Graeme Kinnear
graeme.kinnear@ntlworld.com

Assistant Regional Commissioner [Development]
Tom Raybould
tom.raybould@clydescouts.org.uk

Assistant Regional Commissioner [Explorer Scouts]
John Rafferty
explorers@clydescouts.org.uk

Assistant Regional Commissioner [Scout Network]
Siobhan Sharkey
siobhan.sharkey@clydescouts.org.uk

PR & Development Officer (& Regional Secretary)
Gary Bainbridge
gary.bainbridge@clydescouts.org.uk

The Regional Office is located at:

21 Elmbank Street
Glasgow
G2 4PB

(p) 0845 094 4391

Your news...

Do you have any stories about what your Colony, Pack,
Troop or Explorer Unit has done?. If so, why not send
them in for inclusion in the next issue of Clyde
Connections to info@clydescouts.org.uk. Please include
any photographs as a separate file. Closing date for the
next issue is 12th January 2009.

Clyde Connections
© 2008 Clyde Regional Scout Council

Editorial Team: Graeme Kinnear, Stuart Imrie & Gary Bainbridge
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